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Abstract  

This paper discussed the educational philosophy of social reconstruction in 
terms of sustainable development in Nigeria. It looks at the moral decadence 
of the Nigerian society coupled with the ethno-religious crises and ethnic 
affiliation. Nigeria is also faced with the problem of corruption, 
unemployment, injustice, exploitation and selfishness in the public sector. 
This development had put Nigeria at the threshold of disintegration, hence 
the need for social reconstruction in order to achieve sustainable 
development. Therefore, efforts of achieving social reconstruction must be 
based on the promotion of social justice, fairness, equity, rule of law and 
critical thinking education. Social reconstruction is the only means by which 
individuals can be rational enough to reflect on their actions as they affect 
sustainable democratic culture in Nigeria. 
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The indices of Nigeria approaching a failed state are largely provable. The country’s perpetual 
inability to meet the desired expectations of her citizens has remained largely a source of worry for 
many Nigerians and their friends. The classical definition of a failed state is a country overwhelmed 
by circumstances. Such circumstances include but are not limited to human adversity, natural 
disasters, collapsed or collapsing institutions, a dissolute and disoriented political elite and a 
disillusioned and disenfranchised populace tottering at the edge of despair and despondency. 
Pervading the Nigerian terrain is the rise of incivility; a nasty edginess is the order of the day. 
Tempers flare without notice and almost in every public place, argument quickly degenerates to 
insults and bitter relations. Expletives and foul coinages are hurled about like equal opportunity 
grenade as religious, political, commercial and even academic transactions are marked by rancor and 
incredible rudeness. The discourtesy and incivility are of such nature that the civilized must squim in 
coy denial. Things have so degenerated to the extent that the big men who should be belly-aching 
over how to solve the problems of Nigeria are getting themselves enmeshed in a game of bloody 
lavity while riff-raffs, ruffians and ragamuffins are driving same people to Golgotha with bombs and 
AK 47.Infact, Nigeria is in dire need of the ideology of social reconstruction through education. 
 

In essence, the school is not to be seen only as an instrument of cultural preservation but also 
as an instrument for building new social patterns. To that extent, the social reconstructions advocate 
an education that manifests continuous reconstruction of our social heritage. Education plays a 
significant role in the lives of individuals and in national development. Education is the acquisition of 
knowledge. It is aggregate of all the process through which a person develops ability, attitude and 
other forms of behavior with positive values in the society. The Nigerian education is expected to lead 
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to inculcation of the right type of value and attitude, training of the mind, the understanding of the 
world and the acquisition of skills and abilities with which the individual lives and contribute to the 
development of the society. 
 

The present educational system in Nigeria seems to be a far-cry when placed side by side with 
what it is required to achieve which include but not restricted to viable political and economic 
development hence, there may be the need for the reconstruction of the system to meet the current 
global drive for sustainable development. Therefore, the paper is of the view that sustainable political 
culture, now a global initiative, may elude Nigeria, if the present education system is not 
reconstructed. The dwindling political fortune of the nation, if hoped to achieve a sustainable 
democratic development, has to be reappraised. 
 
Value System and Education  

Values are defined as accepted principles or standard of behavior. Values are used to 
characterize individuals and society and to explain the basis of attitude and behavior. Olaogun (2012) 
reserved the term value for those individual beliefs, attitudes, activities or feelings that satisfy the 
criterion, among others of having been prized and cherished, incorporated into actual behavior and 
repeated in one’s life. This presupposed that a person who holds certain values will be imbued with 
certain motivation and those values need to be seen in behavior and not merely as a passive firm of 
assent. Values are beliefs or convictions that the person considers important, not only for himself but 
for other people as well. Respect for and development of moral values is vital to human activities in 
the society. Olaogun (2012) asserted that values meaningfully impact on an individual and prompts 
one to: 
  

 determine what one regards as right, good worth, beautiful and ethical. 
 provide standards and norms by which one guides his/her day to day behavior. 
 determine one’s attitudes towards the causes and issues such as social, political, economic and 

industrial with which one comes into contact daily 
 determine which ideals, principles and concepts one can accepts, assimilate, remember and 

transmit without distortion. 
 

Adewuya (2002) describes values as beliefs-beliefs that the idealized ways of living and 
acting are the best ways for the society. Values provide a means of judging quality of actual behavior. 
Thus, values are standards or guides to our actions. 
 

A key element that needs to be imbibed to determine values involved in living a purposeful 
life within the cultural systems is education. The educational system should be such that helps the 
child to grow into responsible adult, to form character that is capable of making the child to appreciate 
the need to be conscious of his expected social and civic responsibilities. The type of education that 
can produce best result as Ojo (2003) claims is the one that helps a child to have a strong character 
through the subjection of his mind to correct situations, leading him to developing in himself an 
attitude of reconstruction and appraisal of values. It must be noted that education plays an important 
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role in assisting the individuals to intimately related to the society by sharing identical value system 
with other people. Olaogun (2012) describes education as the influence exercised by adult generations 
on those that are not yet ready for social life. Its objective is to arouse and develop in the child a 
certain number of physical, intellectual and moral states which are demanded of him by the society. In 
order to place education in its rightful position of allowing adult generation to influence the youths 
through interaction, the system must be shaped by principle of moral standard. There is general belief 
that moral law is that which obliges all men and women to refrain from evil and do good. A morally 
principled person would foster and protect human values of life, justice, honesty, goodness, kindness 
etc and abhor murder, stealing, cheating, incest, bribery, corruption, embezzlement, cultism and other 
activities regarded as evil by the society. People should learn and chose to do good and eschew evil, 
they should learn in such a way that the values and moral principles become part of them, their habits 
and beliefs. It is therefore pertinent that schools teach values to the young generation. It is not salutary 
to a nations development if only the home, church and mosque are left to teach values to the nations 
youths and children (Adewuya, 2002). Suffice it to state here that in order for the educational system 
to achieve expected dividends for the good of the citizens and the nation, towards transformation of 
individual and national values, certain nutrients that can help it move in the right direction have to be 
compulsorily provided. 
 
Reconstructionist Education     

Reconstructionist education considers the school to be a major social agency which would 
take the lead in identifying areas of social lag among the people and in promoting desired social 
synthesis and reconstruction in their societal experience. The teacher and the students need to co-
jointly embark on programmes of social reconstruction such that the present manifestations of social 
cries might be curbed. The programme of education that would curb the cultural crises needs to be an 
integrated one, wherein actual social problems of the society that warrant immediate and direct 
solutions would be studied from multiple perspectives and necessary actions taken to curb the 
problems under study. 
 

In the educational endeavour, Brameld (1959) is of the opinion that the school needs to bring 
its influence to bear upon the society; but he does not rule out the possibility of the larger society 
bringing its influence to bear upon the school too. Thus, educational forces should be directed from 
the school to the society as well as from the society to the school, in which case, the reconstructionist 
education would manifest “centrifugal forces (i.e. from the school to the society) and “centripetal” 
forces (i.e. from the society to the school) rather than what hitherto being the case, wherein only the 
society determines educational programmes and the school is left out of similar determination for the 
society. Reconstructionists  agree that democratic processes are supposed to be employed to enlist the 
interest and participation of students as well as other members of the society. Besides, education 
whether in a democracy, a communist or Nazi setting, promotes the particular ideologies, beliefs and 
values of the societies that operate it. Therefore, democratic societies should use their educational 
system to promote the contentious reconstruction of their democratic principles. It follows that the 
democratic education should encourage respect for the worth of every individual, allegiance to human 
equality, freedom and brotherhood (Courts, 1939). 
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Education for Social Reconstruction  
a.  Critical thinking on Education 

Education is expected to equip students intellectually to be able to reflect on their own actions 
and how such actions affect their immediate neighbours, seek to understand their problem and be able 
to analyze them with a view to relating them to the problem of others, attempts to understand their 
cultural background and those of their immediate neigbours, and be able to integrate the cultural 
values in these different background for the purpose of achieving sustainable development. The 
cultivation of critical thinking skills among students therefore becomes one of the educational 
demands needed to achieve a reconstruction of Nigerians vision. Thus, the achievement of social 
integration in Nigeria calls for a new curriculum in the educational institutions. The notion, therefore, 
is how education can be used to achieve a reformed society especially in the areas of social 
regeneration, political integration and cultural adoption among Nigerians. This new orientation is the 
inculcation of critical thinking culture or habit among Nigerian students. Primarily, critical thinking is 
seen as thinking about the thinking; a reflection on the general problems that border on life (Fisher, 
2003). So critical thinking deals with everyday thinking, namely, judging, guessing, inferring, 
analyzing, evaluating etc.  
 

From all indication, the society is getting more complex as individuals either on religious 
ground, ethnic sentiment or the invocation of tradition have had to bring up more problems in addition 
to the existing ones. As Fisher (2003) has rightly pointed out, the skill appropriate to a generation ago 
might no longer prepare students for the world beyond school. Students are being tasked to be more 
creative and thoughtful in their daily activities. The present educational curriculum whose emphasis is 
on examination and certification can hardly achieve the desired sustainable democratic culture. Thus, 
the education given to our children hardly emphasize reflections on issues around them. Ironically 
employers of labour seem to be complaining about the quality of graduates from most of the higher 
institutions (Obanya 2004), which suggests that a wind range of change has to affect education 

 
b.  Social Reconstruction  

The succeeding military administrations in Nigeria left behind a number of complex questions 
which later become what is now called the “national question” among these questions are the issue of 
devolution of power among the federating units in Nigeria and resource control which has become an 
embarrassing question within the nations policy. For many Nigerians, it appears that the survival of 
this country is being threatened by a number of these problems. Other problems which have becomes 
universal in nature are crime, poverty, absence of social amenities, religious intolerance and ethnic 
crises. Social reconstruction assumes that these problems have the tendencies of hindering the 
development of society, hence a threat to sustainable development. Thus, according to LeoNora and 
Gelbrick (1999), social reconstruction will involve first, the identification of the negative elements in 
the society and second, to make efforts to tackle these elements as they affect development. 
 

The negative elements in Nigeria today are numerous, but those that seem fatal to the stability 
of the country are the ethno-religious crises, political upheaval and terrorist acts being perpetrated by 
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groups such as movement for the emancipation of Niger Delta (MEND) and Boko Haram, that is 
currently working on the theory that Muslim states in Nigeria should embrace Sharia even though 
Nigeria is a secular state. Nigeria is equally faced with the problem of corruption, a problem which 
has obstructed government’s ability to provide efficient energy, ensure adequate health care, tackle 
the problem of unemployment, and handle the issue of injustice, exploitation and selfishness in the 
public sector. The idea is that Nigeria must be saved from total disintegration which may result from 
the activities of some individuals, as their actions have now created disaffections among the different 
ethnic groups in the country. Education becomes a tool for the achievement of social reconstruction in 
Nigeria. In this regard, education as observed by Schavon (1998), will help the people to understand 
the ills of their society, develop a vision for a better world based on a conception of social justice, 
religious tolerance and improve human rights, tackle poverty, and reduce the spate of corruption in the 
society. 
 

The tasks, even though seem to be enormous, must start from drastic reduction of the high 
rate of illiteracy in society, encourage those who see education as forbidden (Boko Haram) to have a 
change of attitude, and press for more financial commitment to education in Nigeria. Indeed, 
education provides the means by which society can be transformed for better. Thus, social 
reconstruction is all about social transformation of the society. It is about ensuring social justice, 
fairness and equity among the different ethnic groups, major or minor, in Nigeria. 
 

At present, the basic institutional structures such as Nigeria police and judiciary are not well 
constituted financially and materially to reconstruct existing society, Poverty, hunger, exploitation of 
the poor masses, religious disturbance, and ethnic violence, corruption and inadequate social 
amenities are all rooted in Nigerian society. Since the ultimate aim is to achieve sustainable human 
development with a view to joining the global drive for environment sustainability, viable democratic 
culture and competitive market economy, Nigeria requires a new vision adequately championed by 
young people with reflective mind and socio-political consciousness. In which case, this vision can 
only be realized through a well articulated educational programme that freely champion critical and 
creative thinking. 
 
Education, Social Reconstruction and Sustainable Development in Nigeria 

Sustainable development is about “an improvement of lifestyles and well being and the 
preservation of natural resources and eco-system for the present and future generation” (Ukpore, 
2009). It is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of the 
future generation to meet their own needs. While the developed world is strictly concerned about 
environmental problems, developing world today is faced with sustainable democratic culture. 
Coronel, Alvesda Silva and Leonardi (2010) contend that sustainable development, besides 
demanding cultural, political and economic order changes, demands changes in the attitudes of 
mankind, who needs to develop a more complex and more multi disciplinary vision of this 
development aiming to provide the condition so that society can react it”. In Africa, the problem 
basically is how to sustain democratic culture among the various ethnic groups in this region. In 
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Nigeria, the problem is both ethnic and religious, a situation that has degenerated to suspicions among 
the various ethnic groups in the country. 
 

Thus, in Nigeria, Mustapha (2006) believes that the fear of being outwitted by the ethno-
regional elite contributed to the escalation of ethnic and political tension. While for Iwilade (2007) 
what exist in Nigeria is a “conglomeration of mutually exclusive social groups with fixations on 
primordial bonds that drive them to violent civil conflict and deep suspicion”. Those ethnic groups 
who are not favoured by ministerial position have raised the fear of being marginalized. This fear is 
still very strong today among the different ethnic groups in Nigeria especially among the three major 
groups – Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba. Hence it may be appropriate to see political sustainability in 
Nigeria in terms of reconstruction of the entire political system. After all, Matsuwa (2008), is quick to 
have noted that “sustainable is a moral precept as well as scientific consent. It is closely linked to 
peace, human rights and equity as much as ecology and global warming”. 
 

Therefore, to sustain peace will require equitable distribution of the resources to all the 
different ethnic groups. Perhaps this is what Ukpore (2009) has in mind when she said that sustainable 
development is only meaningful when every citizen, male and female, participates in the economic 
policy and social development of the society. At least, this assertion points to the fact that national 
stability, for instance in Nigeria rests on the belief that every ethnic group has a stake in the project 
called Nigeria. Nevertheless, such participation in policy decision is predicated on the socio-political 
consciousness of the citizens.  
 

In the sphere of education, regional differences were manifested in the then colonial Nigeria. 
This arrangement put the south ahead of the north except in the area of population which the British 
officials tended to manipulate the population in favour of the north. It thus appears that the conception 
of sustainable development in the sub-Saharan Africa, particularly in Nigeria has to be moderated in 
favour of sustainable democratic culture, as most established nations tend to focus more on how to 
sustain political stability than working on environmental issues or the ecosystem. As the situation 
seems to suggest in Nigeria, knitting together the different ethnic components to form a nation state 
tends to be highly favoured than environmental issues.  
 

No doubt the different challenges in the contemporary Nigeria seem to place education at the 
forefront of sustainable development. There are tensions within the political landscape in Nigeria 
especially in the areas of religious crises, ethnic agitations, economic stagnation and decline, and 
insecurity. Most of these problems have been traced to illiteracy, ignorance, and poverty, for instance, 
the decline in economic activities among our farmers is sometimes linked to their inability to use 
modern techniques in farming. This is due primarily to lack of basic learning skills on how to preserve 
their crops. The result is that they record more wastage than profits annually. Essentially one of the 
things to be achieved by solving these problems is the achievement of sustainable human 
development. In short, Nigeria needs to reconstruct its present socio-political structure to give room 
for more meaningful development.  
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Efforts to achieve sustainable human development in Nigeria are directly connected to the 
present quest for basic education. Apart from the fact that basic education is expected to help in 
solving social problems currently militating against socio-economic development in Nigeria, it is 
designed to create awareness with regard to the problems of ethnic-religious violence and insecurity 
in the nation. In this regard, the implementation of the Universal Basic Education (UBE) as a policy is 
supposed to be effective. However, government’s policies regarding funding and the implementations 
of its various education programmes have not been encouraging. 
 

Ironically, this poor funding of education is happening in a country where the level of 
illiteracy is high and incidence of crimes, social insecurity and economic uncertainty is rising daily. It 
is obvious that this trend will persist as commitment to the struggles; insecurity and ethno-religious 
crisis have been minimal. Attempts to solve the problem of low spending on education globally and 
its attendant consequence, must have led to the World Conference on Education for All in 1990 
(Jonitien, Thailand) and Dakar conference in 2000. The conferences were meant to solve the problem 
of decline in funding and enrolment of student in schools in the developing world. 
 

In Nigeria, the success of Vision 20:20, Education for All, Millennium Development Goals 
and NEPAD rests on how far government at different levels is able to implement its educational 
policy. In fact, the Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme requires greater commitment on the 
part of the government. The current efforts do not show serious commitment on the part of the 
government. In spite of the different statement of intention, nothing serious is being done to meet up 
with the UNESCO 26 percent budget spending on education. 
 

Even though, the interest in funding in Nigeria educational system is not the main focus of 
this paper, it is still guided by the belief that the quality of students and teachers in Nigerian schools 
are products of the entire system. Therefore, to achieve, a new vision through education especially 
where social reconstruction is the key term, then, there is need to focus on creativity and criticality on 
the part of the students. This is supported by UNESCO report in “A decade of education for 
sustainable development which says that education should aim to promote sustainable skills and 
behaviours, inspired by creative and critical ways of thinking, in order to encourage the resolution and 
management of problems that stand in the way of sustainable development” (UNESCO, 2005). 
Nigerian educational system has focused mainly on examination and certification, and this has made it 
impossible for quite a number of educated Nigerian to reflect critically on their actions to see how 
such action affect others and the nation, at large. 
 
Conclusion and Recommendation 

This paper has looked at social reconstruction and education in Nigeria as a  panacea for 
sustainable development in Nigeria. Nigerian education favours social reconstructionism but in its 
pursuance, the educational system places much emphasis on scientific and technological development 
than on moral development. This lopsided principle goes against the principle of social 
reconstructionism. As a result, there is a social crisis in the country – corruption, ethnicity, tribalism, 
terrorism, poverty, hunger etc. Nigeria needs to reconstruct its society to enable the different ethnic 
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groups in Nigeria to forge common front. Nigeria needs to promote education which assists 
individuals to reflect on their action as these action affect others in the society. 
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